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Aims  

To know the importance of clear and neat presentation in order to communicate meaning effectively.  

To write legibly in with increasing fluency and speed by;  

• Having a correct pencil grip  

• Knowing the size and orientation of letters  

• Forming all letters correctly  

• Knowing that all cursive letters start from the line  

Teaching Time  

At Ainderby Steeple CE Primary School handwriting will be timetabled for between 30 minutes per week, in 

short sessions, dependent on pupil age. Children who find handwriting difficult will be targeted for regular 

intervention.  

Implementation 

We use Getting Ready to Write to ensure that pupils are supported effectively and develop a comfortable 

handwriting grip. In Early Years, teaching staff assess pupils handwriting grip development and provide 

effective targeted provision to support the development of an effective handwriting grip. Handwriting is not a 

specific focus in the EYFS curriculum, but it is part of Little Wandle Phonics teaching. All adults must model 

handwriting effectively, using the correct script and ensuring that writing is written on lines.  

In Year Early Years and Year 1, pupils should be taught to:  

• Sit correctly at a table, holding a writing tool comfortably and correctly  

• Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place  

• Form capital letters  

• Form digits 0-9 

• Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in similar 

ways) and to practise these.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Year 2 onwards, we use Twinkl Handwriting packs to teach children the sets of letter ‘families’ in a 

progressive teaching sequence. We introduce a continuous cursive handwriting style so that by the end of the 

primary stage all children can write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed.  

Year 2, pupils should be taught to:  

 

 



Year 2 Assessment Statements 

By the end of these lessons, most children should be able to:  

• Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  

• Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which 

letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined  

• Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to 

lower case letters 

• Use spacing between words that reflects the size of letters. 

LKS2, pupils should be taught to: 

 

Year 3 and Year 4 Assessment Statements  

By the end of these lessons, most children should be able to:  

• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when 

adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined;  

• Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting by ensuring that the downstrokes of 

letters are parallel and equidistant and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and 

descenders of letters do not touch. 

UKS2, pupils should be taught to:  

 

Year 5 and Year 6 Assessment Statements  

By the end of these lessons, most children should be able to write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 

by choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific 

letters. 

Pen Licence 

In LKS2 children have key opportunities to write in given pen. In UKS2, pupils can work towards and achieve a 

Pen License when showing the ability to write legibly, fluently and with speed. If a pupil’s handwriting 

deteriorates the pen license can be revoked by the class teacher.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Suzanne Link  

Ratified by Governors November 2022 

Date for Review Autumn  2025 

Signed – Head Teacher Rachel Peart 

Signed - Chair of Governors John Kelly 


